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The region also benefited from Chinese import duties, which fell steeply in the early 1990s. This
made the region much more attractive, as Chinese manufacturers had to pay such lower import
duties. The decline in the price of raw material also helped: a bottle of spirits in Europe, for
example, was about 20 euros in the 1980s. By the 1990s it was nearly 40 euros. - this, along with
a rise in the price of the raw material, meant that the region made a loss, not a profit, from its
exports. In the second half of the 1990s, the region found itself a net importer of all main industrial
raw materials, such as gas, oil, fuel wood, coal, scrap and metal. There was also a rise in tourism:
by the early 2000s, the region, because of the drop in the price of its raw materials, became the
cheap destination of choice for many people. Since 2000, the regions of Pomerania and NorthWest Pomerania have been working to develop a more diversified economy. They are one of the
regions which favour environmentally friendly and energy-saving solutions. The Pomeranian
Development Bank was set up in 2000. This government-funded bank promotes environmental
initiatives. It also develops business plans and acts as a middle-man between the business sector
and municipalities. In North-West Pomerania, the Pomeranian Isotope Exploitation Centre, created
in 2002, is working to recover radioactive cesium from waste of the Chernobyl accident. History
Because North-West Pomerania was ruled for over a century by Prussia, it was known as West
Prussia, West Pomerania or Guts Pommern, an official name which dates back to 1815. In 1815,
the province of West Prussia was created by Prussia from a region containing the cities of Stettin
(Szczecin), Bützow, and Grimma, which had previously belonged to the Kingdom of Poland. This
eastern portion of Prussia was ruled by the Duke of Courland and Semigalia for a while, before the
province was taken over by the Kingdom of Prussia in 1815. This province was originally named
West Prussia, to distinguish it from other provinces of Prussia in the west. This was changed to
West Pomerania in the late 1800s, but reverted to West Prussia in 1993. The Silesian region

4/4
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

