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With a lead-in section that's been polished to a mirror-like shine, this is the kind of career we had in
mind for Michael Hayden, the point man in a three-star pack of talents who managed all of our super
villains. He worked for him, and shared several long conversations with him -- yes, we spent a lot of
time on little talk with him -- but he was also his counterpart, and when they faced off it was the duel

between equals. Hayden was a great, realistic antidote to the us-vs.-them ethic you find in so many
other Batman movies, and although he sometimes played second fiddle to Affleck (who in truth was
one of two actors we couldn't stand), he was never diminished by his own part in the story. [Spoiler
alert: Don't read unless you've seen the movie] Hayden is a likable guy who happened to be working
in the right place at the right time. that was not the typical criminal you saw on the streets, but the

super-rich -- "Batman doesn't even know us," he said to me, "but we're the greatest financial threat to
his existence." He believed that they were more skilled than he, more wealthy than he, more popular

than he, and he told me that the best thing they did to win him over was to leave him a bird's-eye
view of their greatest triumphs. As we do with all our own people, we've taken it into our head that

Hayden will receive an Oscar nomination for his performance -- although more likely he'll be up for
Best Supporting Actor, a category that's perhaps designed to cover complicated characters as much

as the best acting of a movie. As for his fellow cast members -- the guy who plays Morgan Freeman's
twin brother is an underused revelation as Thomas Wayne, a role that was meant to go to Christopher
Walken. the two are just about the most talented people in this universe, with Alfred being the chief
example of that. Alfred's relationship with Bruce also has a kind of Beatrice and Dante quality to it,
and in their exchanges, which we can only guess were easy because the two actors understand their

interactions so well, the movie builds for a long time before it finally lets any of that out, letting you
see the relationships just beginning. We were let in on the most thoughtful and realistic scene of the
movie -- which is to say, the one where the grownup sons have a heartfelt conversation -- but we also

let in on the most thrilling and kick
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